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(The G

olden R
atio (1 : 1.618) is also know

n as: golden m
ean; golden proportion;

golden section; golden cut; golden num
ber; m

ean ratio; m
ean of Phidias;

divine proportion; divine section)
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*P
ercentages are approxim

ate.

The G
olden R

atio is som
etim

es used by designers and artists because
it is said to result in proportions pleasing to the eye. It can be used for
determ

ining the size of elem
ents in a design, relative to each other.

E
xam

ples of its use in w
oodturning could include: determ

ining the size
of an elem

ent such as the foot of a bow
l; the location of a feature on a

spindle; the relationship of height to w
idth of an object.

a = 1.00

a + b = 1.618     (a+b is to a as a is to b)

b = 0.618
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